The Blue Ridge Heritage Project
Summer Update – July, 2014
What is the Blue Ridge Heritage Project?
The BRHP is a grassroots effort to create a monument and
related displays that will tell the story of and honor the sacrifices
made by the people of the Blue Ridge Mountains whose land was
acquired so that Shenandoah National Park could be established.
Our goal is to develop monument site in each of the eight counties
where land was acquired to create the park.
The project hopes to accurately educate visitors about the
people who lived in the mountains before the park; and, through
living history presentations, programs of traditional music, exhibits
of photographs, and displays and demonstrations of the tools and
utensils of daily living we want to bring to life the day to day world
of those who gave up so much to make Shenandoah National Park
possible.
Counties Forming BRHP Committees
On Sunday, June 29 a public meeting was held in Madison,
VA to discuss the development of a monument site in Madison County. Headed by Jim Lillard and Kit
Johnston, the meeting attracted a supportive group of people. After hearing a presentation on the Blue Ridge
Heritage Project a discussion was held to talk over possible locations and designs for the monument as well as
ways to get the word about the project out to more people.
A group of people in Rappahannock County have begun discussions and held meetings to get things
rolling in their county, and there are plans to hold a public meeting in the Front Royal/Warren County area later
this year. Greene County continues to hold regular meetings. The board is seeking other interested people to
begin plans for identifying possible locations for the monument.
The Coming of the Blue Ridge Heritage Trail?
Alan Yost, Director of Economic Development and Tourism for Greene County, and a strong supporter
of the Blue Ridge Heritage Project, has begun inquiries into what would be required to create a driving trail that
will take motorists all the way around Shenandoah National Park. Alan’s work is the first step in trying to
connect the eight future BRHP sites. Roughly, the route will follow Rt. 522 south from Front Royal to
Sperryville, then it will continue on Rt. 231 to the town of Madison. From there drivers will take Rt. 29 south
to Rt. 230 west and follow to Stanardsville. After a short distance on Rt. 33 business and bypass the route will
follow Rt. 810 south though Crozet to Rt. 250. Turning west on Rt. 250 the trail will cross the Blue Ridge
Mountains and descend to Waynesboro, where it will meet Rt. 340. By following Rt. 340 north drivers will
return to Front Royal, encircling the National Park. Signs similar to those used for Virginia’s Civil War Trails,
The Crooked Road music trail, and the Birding and Wildlife Trails will guide motorists along the way. Blue
Ridge Heritage Project memorial locations and other sites that relate to the people who lived in the Blue Ridge
Mountains, such as mills, schools, churches, and resettlement community locations, will be highlighted along
the way. Those following the trail will be able to obtain information about the route, the locations of the eight
memorials, and other points of interest from brochures or via electronic devices. The Blue Ridge Heritage Trail
will offer local residents and visitors an activity that will add meaning to their visit to the area.
Like Us On Facebook!
We don’t have a website yet, but our Facebook page is open for business. Stop by and take a look, join
the page, add something to the collection of photos, and be sure to Like us!
(www.facebook.com/groups/BlueRidgeHeritageProject/)

Blue Ridge Genealogy On Facebook
While you are on Facebook, take a look at the Blue Ridge Genealogy page, too
(www.facebook.com/groups/292341594158153/). This group was formed to connect people wanting to learn
more about the history of families of the Blue Ridge Mountains and to preserve and share that rich history with
other interested people. The Blue Ridge Genealogy page is closed to help preserve the purpose for which it was
created. Send a message if you would like to join.
Get Involved With The Blue Ridge Heritage Project
• Tell neighbors, friends and family about the Project and encourage them to get involved
• Tell members of your church, civic and community groups, and your local government leaders about the
Project and encourage their support
• Arrange for a Director or Advisory Council Member to speak about the Project to a family group or
organization in your community
• Ask us for flyers about the Project and post them on bulletin boards in your community
• Represent your county as a member of the Project’s Advisory Council
• Help us with setting up and maintaining a website for the Project
Blue Ridge Get-Together Coming On October 11
Craig Lam, a strong supporter of the Blue Ridge Genealogy site, has started a movement to bring people
together, in person! Craig is organizing an event, the 1st Annual Blue Ridge Get-Together, to be held on Rt. 33,
a few miles east of Elkton, at the foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains. The festivities will begin at noon. Dinner
will be pot luck style. Bring a dish, your family photo albums, and plan to have a great time. To join RSVP, go
to www.facebook.com/events/658072980951233/permalink/667415743350290/ and click on Going. See you
there!
Madison County Revives Its Hoover Day Celebration - August 16
Throughout his professional life Herbert Hoover sought to escape the pressures of the business world by
retreating to a quiet stream where he could enjoy his passion for trout fishing. On his election as 31st President
of the United States in November, 1928 Hoover knew he would need a place convenient to Washington, DC
where he could get away from the spotlight of public life. Jets and helicopters were not available to whisk him
away to distant retreats, so he set out to find a secluded location within 100 miles of Washington, at least 2500
ft. in elevation (to avoid mosquitoes), which would offer an excellent stream for fishing.
Two months before his March, 1929 inauguration, the Chairman of Virginia's Commission on
Conservation and Development, Will Carson, recommended that the President-elect and his wife, Lou Henry
Hoover, consider establishing their camp in the Blue Ridge Mountains of Madison County. The Hoovers
purchased a little over 160 acres where Mill Prong and Laurel Prong meet to form the Rapidan River.
Construction soon began on several rustic cabin-style buildings, and on a nearby camp for the Marines that
would provide security for the President and visiting
dignitaries. This Presidential getaway, predecessor to
today’s Camp David, would become known as Rapidan
Camp.
The original Hoover Day took place 85 years
ago, on August 17, 1929. It was a celebration put on by
the people of Madison County to welcome the President
and his wife as their neighbors. Held at the county
fairgrounds, people brought fried chicken, barbecued
beef, ham, and squirrel stew, as well cakes, pies and
other food items, and, according to the Chamber of
Commerce, an estimated 10,000 people were fed that
day. Dignitaries from the state and federal governments
were in attendance. Harry F. Byrd, Governor of Virginia

arrived in an Army blimp. Government officials and Members of Congress, as well as the press, were in
attendance. Addressing the crowd at noon, Hoover’s speech was broadcast over the radio, and it was filmed by
a newsreel crew.
On August 16, 2014 Hoover Day will once again be celebrated in Madison County. This year’s Hoover
Day will be held at Hoover Ridge Park, on Fairground Rd., near the intersection of Rt. 29, just outside the Town
of Madison. Dr. George Nash, an authority on Herbert Hoover, will be a featured speaker, and President
Hoover’s original speech will be reenacted. Bring the family and enjoy a picnic on this historic day.
• The text of Hoover’s remarks may be found at http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=21894.
• Find an interactive web page about Rapidan Camp
http://www.nps.gov/shen/photosmultimedia/upload/rapcurric_part2_interactive-swf.swf
Rapidan Community School – Herbert and Lou Hoover’s gift to the children of the Blue Ridge
In addition to fishing, the Hoovers and their guests also enjoyed horseback riding and walking on the
mountain trails while visiting Rapidan Camp. They would often meet their “neighbors”, the people who lived
on the hills and in the mountain hollows. The story is told that, on one such exploration, Hoover's physician,
Admiral Joel T. Boone, was exploring trails in the surrounding area when he came upon an eleven-year old boy
named Ray Buraker. Boone learned that Ray and his eight brothers and sisters lived in nearby Dark Hollow,
and that they had never attended school because there was no school available for them.
On his return to Rapidan Camp, Boone related his story to the Hoovers, planting the seed of an idea to
create a school for the mountain children to attend. The President raised the money to build a schoolhouse,
including an apartment in which the teacher would live. Under the direction of an experienced contractor local
men were hired to do the carpentry work, hoping that the skills they gained would be useful to them in making
improvements to their own homes and in helping them to find employment. Christine Vest, who had training in
the educational needs of children from remote mountain communities, was hired as the school’s teacher. In the
first year’s class there were twenty-two students, ranging in age from 6 to 20.
The story of the backwoods mountain schoolhouse was publicized nationally, resulting in donations of
schoolbooks, furniture, and a piano in addition to money.
The President took a personal interest in the school, and
welcomed its students to the White House on numerous
occasions. After Hoover left office in March, 1933, the
number of students attending the Hoover School dwindled
as the families of the surrounding mountains began to leave
the area, their land having been acquired for the
establishment of Shenandoah National Park. In the late
1930s the park had the school building moved to the Big
Meadows area, where today it is used as an office for the
park’s rangers.
Links to two newspaper articles in Facebook posts:
www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=691050987617549&set=oa.720569021335406&type=1&theater
from the Harrisonburg, VA Daily News Record, Jan. 13, 1930 and Feb. 15, 193
"There is no greater burden than carrying an untold story."
With this year’s passing of Maya Angelou a great number of her quotes have been
circulated through the media and across the internet. I heard the above quote, and it
resonated with me in relation to the Blue Ridge Heritage Project. There are so many stories
to be told by, from, and about the people of the Blue Ridge Mountains. I hope, as the Blue
Ridge Heritage Project moves forward, we can offer a place for these stories to be shared,
heard, and appreciated.
If you would like to become involved with or to support the Blue Ridge Heritage Project, or if you need more
information you may contact me – Bill Henry (onarock01@yahoo.com or 434-985-7905).

