The Blue Ridge Heritage Project
Update – September, 2015
Greetings!
As summer winds to a close the Blue Ridge Heritage Project
seeing some exciting progress. Word of the BRHP is getting around
from our displays at community events, presentations at
organizations’ meetings, and through articles in local newspapers.
The Project’s brochures are helping to spread the word, and they are
getting into the hands of people far and wide.
The BRHP board has been meeting every month to discuss
plans for promoting the Project and supporting groups in each of the
eight counties where people were moved to make way for
Shenandoah National Park. Committees are moving forward in
Madison and Greene Counties. The board is encouraging and
supporting the formation of committees in Albemarle, Augusta,
Page, Rappahannock, Rockingham, and Warren Counties. The
county committee will take the lead in promoting the project to the
descendants of their displaced families, identifying a suitable
location for the construction of a memorial, and working with local government and community
leaders to move the process forward.
Each county’s memorial site will be slightly different from the
others, reflecting the history of the community, and the lives of the
people who lived in the mountains. Uniting each of the eight sites
will be a full-sized reproduction of a stone chimney with a metal
plaque listing the names of the families from that county who were
displaced. Once a family had moved the homes were often burned or
dismantled, leaving the chimneys standing. Today many chimneys
remain in Shenandoah National Park, a reminder of the people who
once lived on the land. It seems appropriate that the BRHP use this
iconic image as a way to honor the families. Rather than being
identical, each of the eight chimneys will be individualized, reflecting
variations in construction style and in the local stone that will be used in the construction. So
that visitors can learn the story of the people of the Blue Ridge each site will have an interpretive
sign and displays accurately picturing the lives of the people and the story of the displacement.
The most exciting news to announce is about the progress being made to establish a
memorial site in Madison County. In April, through the efforts of Jim Lillard, Kit Johnston, and
others in the Madison County Historical Society, approval
was granted by the Board of Supervisors to permit a
temporary memorial to be erected on the grounds of the old
Criglersville School. Jim wasted no time (really!) in moving
forward with designing a sign that lists the names of the
Madison County families displaced for the creation of
Shenandoah National Park and building a kiosk to support it.
This memorial is in place to the left of the driveway into the
school grounds. But even more importantly, in late summer
the Madison Board of Supervisors gave the Madison BRHP
Committee the go-ahead to construct a permanent memorial
on the school grounds! Within days Jim Lillard had dug the
hole for the foundation on which to build the stone chimney

and began bringing in a supply of stone with which to build the chimney. A metal plaque with
the family names has been ordered to place on the chimney honoring those who lost their homes
and land.
Getting the word out
Awareness of the Blue Ridge Heritage Project has been spreading, in part, due to our
presence at community events related to Blue Ridge Mountain culture and history. This is a
summary of where we have been:
March, 2015
A public meeting was held in Front Royal to introduce the Project. Bill Henry spoke
about the BRHP and Craig Lam was there to talk about his Mountain Memories oral history
project and the Blue Ridge Genealogy Facebook group.
At the Virginia Festival of the Book event at the Greene County Library Bill was given
the opportunity to talk about the Project to a capacity crowd who had come to hear authors Sue
Eisenfeld (Shenandoah: A Story of Conservation and Betrayal) and Brian King (The
Appalachian Trail: Celebrating America’s Hiking Trail) discuss their works.
April, 2015
The BRHP was represented at the Mountain Heritage and Antique Festival held in
Stanardsville; and at the Mountain Heritage Open House, sponsored by the Piedmont
Environmental Council and the Rappahannock County Historical Society, held at the Thornton
Gap Primitive Baptist Church in Sperryville.
June, 2015
Shenandoah National Park held its annual Park Neighbor Day, where the residents of all
nine counties bordering the Park could enter the park at no charge. The BRHP had a table at
Byrd Visitor Center’s Community Connections tent at Big Meadows.
July, 2015
The Germanna Foundation held its annual conference in Culpeper. BRHP had a table
and display there. Many families, whose roots extend to the Germans brought to Virginia by
Governor Spotswood and settled at Germanna, found their way to the Blue Ridge Mountains,
where they made their homes. I was impressed at the number of conference participants
stopping by our table who are descendants of people displaced when Virginia acquired their land
for Shenandoah National Park.
Events Coming Up
September 19: 2nd Annual Blue Ridge Homecoming
Craig Lam organized the first Homecoming in 2014 as a way to bring together the people
who had been conversing in the Facebook group, Blue Ridge Genealogy, sharing their families’
histories and photographs. The Homecoming was a chance for people to meet, enjoy music and
stories, and share a meal in the finest country tradition. Not a reunion, the Homecoming was a
“coming home” to the mountains for people who have a common heritage.
This year’s reunion will feature a talk by Lisa Custalow, who is working to revitalize
Children of Shenandoah, a group that works to instill pride and appreciation in the heritage of the
mountain people. In the 1990s Children of Shenandoah worked successfully to encourage
Shenandoah National Park, through the orientation film and displays at Byrd Visitor Center, to
give an accurate accounting of how land was acquired for the Park. In the 21st century Children
of Shenandoah hopes to keep alive the heritage of the mountain culture and to help area residents
and visitors to the region to develop an knowledge and understanding of the people who came
before.
Author, Sue Eisenfeld, will give a presentation on her recent book, Shenandoah: A Story
of Conservation and Betrayal. Her passion for hiking led her to discover foundations, chimneys,
and artifacts left by the people who formerly lived in the Blue Ridge Mountains. She had not
known the story of these people and how they came to leave their homes in what is now

Shenandoah National Park, but she began researching the stories of their lives, and the places
where they lived became her hiking destinations.
Eisenfeld intertwines descriptions of seeking home sites and other reminders of the
mountain residents with the story of their displacement. Through her words and the words of the
people whose lives were forever altered by the coming of the new park she helps her readers to
see the human side to ‘the removals’ and to develop a greater appreciation for the land that is
now Shenandoah National Park. Her book will be available for purchase.
The reunion is going to be held in the Lydia area of Greene County. There will be music,
displays of family photos, and plenty of time for good conversation. Craig has promised that a
good time will be had by all. If you are a descendant of a displaced family, or if you have an
interest in the cultural history of the Blue Ridge Mountains then plan to attend. Contact Craig to
RSVP and to receive details about the day.
September 20: Rappahannock County Historical Society’s annual meeting, co-sponsored
by Children of Shenandoah
Sue and Lisa will team up again for presentations to the Historical Society’s annual
meeting. The meeting is 3-5 pm. and will be held at Reynolds Memorial Baptist Church, located
at 3948 Sperryville Pike, in Sperryville, VA. Refreshments will be served, and Sue will have
copies of her book available.
October 10-11: 46th Annual Page County Heritage Festival – Luray
This annual event features crafts, artisan demonstrations, steam and gas engine show,
entertainment, food and more. See the website for more information:
https://sites.google.com/a/pagecountyheritage.com/pcha/heritage-festival
Other upcoming events that will be added to the calendar soon include:
public meetings for organizing Blue Ridge Heritage Project committees in Front Royal and
Rappahannock County; a joint meeting with the Blue Ridge Heritage Project and Children of
Shenandoah; and an organizing meeting in Greene County.
Madison County News:
Jim Lillard's Mountain Memories presentation has been in demand around the area. Jim
has also been busy helping to organize and promote the Blue Ridge Heritage Project in Madison
County, where he has been building substantial interest. See the article on Jim from the Madison
County Historical Society’s newsletter that is included with this Facebook posting.
Madison Reads: In Madison County a community-wide program, called Madison Reads,
featured Ghost Girl – a Blue Ridge Mountain Story, a fictional story of an eleven-year old girl
growing up on Doubletop Mountain who attends school for the first time at the school house
built with money donated by Herbert and Lou Henry Hoover. Author Delia Ray attended and
spoke at the kick-off event held in April at Graves Mountain Lodge.
Get Involved With The Project
There is a lot of work to be done! The Project would like to get a web site up and
running, and we need someone to design and maintain it. We will need design suggestions for
the monument sites and text for the interpretive signs. We need people with expertise in finding
and applying for grants that will provide support for the work that lies ahead, and we need good
ideas for fund raising to bring support from the communities around Shenandoah National Park.
To become a part of the Blue Ridge Heritage Project contact Bill Henry.
Most of all, the Blue Ridge Heritage Project needs to get the word out. The most
effective way to do this is through word of mouth. Tell your family, your friends, your coworkers, people at your church – tell everybody of the project. Bill Henry and others are
available to speak to community, church, and government groups to introduce the Project.

Support the Blue Ridge Heritage Project
Money is needed in order to realize our goal of establishing monuments in each of the
eight counties where people were displaced when Shenandoah National Park was created. The
Blue Ridge Heritage Association, the Project’s parent organization, is a 501c3 non-profit group.
You may make a donation to the Project by sending a check to BRHA c/o Bill Henry, 437
Evergreen Church Rd., Stanardsville, VA 22973.
What is the Blue Ridge Heritage Project?
The BRHP is a grassroots effort to create a monument and related displays that will tell
the story of and honor the sacrifices made by the people of the Blue Ridge Mountains whose
land was acquired so that Shenandoah National Park could be established. Our goal is to develop
monument site in each of the eight counties where land was acquired to create the Park.
The project hopes to accurately educate visitors about the people who lived in the
mountains before the park; and, through living history presentations, programs of traditional
music, exhibits of photographs, and displays and demonstrations of the tools and utensils of daily
living we want to bring to life the day to day world of those who gave up so much to make
Shenandoah National Park possible.
Thank you for your interest in the Blue Ridge Heritage Project. To become involved
with or to support the Blue Ridge Heritage Project, or if you need more information you may
contact me.
Bill Henry (onarock01@yahoo.com or 434-985-7905

