The Blue Ridge Heritage Project
Update – October, 2015
Greetings!
As I write this update the autumn colors are peaking along
the Blue Ridge Mountains, and tens of thousands of ‘leaf peepers’
are passing through the area to take in the beauty of the fall season.
Fall was a busy time for the people who lived in these mountains –
the final bounty from their gardens was brought in before the first
frost; apples were harvested and dried; apple butter was stirred; cider
and brandy were made; chestnuts had to be gathered up before they
were eaten by the bears, deer, and turkeys; hogs were butchered; the
winter supply of feed for the farm animals was stored; and
preparations were made for the cold months ahead.
Madison County’s BRHP committee, spearheaded by Jim
Lillard, has been rapidly constructing a permanent memorial (see
below). In early November there will be a meeting in Rappahannock
County to form their committee. The BRHP board continues to meet
monthly, making plans for promoting the Project and finding ways to get more people involved.
In order to establish a Project committee in each of the eight counties where land was
acquired for Shenandoah National Park we need help to find people who want to help to make
these monuments a reality. We are seeking interested people in Albemarle, Augusta, Greene,
Page, Rockingham, and Warren Counties to help form committees. A county’s committee will
take the lead in promoting the project to the descendants of their displaced families and to other
interested people, work to identify a suitable location for the construction of a memorial, and
connect with local government and community leaders to move the process forward.
Today many chimneys remain in Shenandoah National Park, a reminder of the people
who once lived on the land. It seems appropriate for the BRHP to use this
iconic image as a way to honor the families.
The eight memorial will be slightly different from each other,
reflecting the history and flavor of the community and the lives of the people
who lived in the nearby mountains, but a unifying element will be the
reproduction of a stone chimney at each site. But rather than being identical,
each of the eight chimney monuments will reflect the variations in rock
laying style of the people who construct it and the different kinds of stone
available in the area. A metal plaque listing the names of the families that
were displaced will be installed on each county’s chimney.
So that visitors can learn the story of the people of the Blue Ridge each site will have an
interpretive sign and displays accurately picturing the lives of the people and the story of the
displacement.
BRHP in the News
The Daily Progress, Charlottesville’s paper, and the Madison Eagle have been covering
the Blue Ridge Heritage Project’s recent progress and have gotten behind the effort to honor the
displaced families. This link is to the September 24 article on the Madison memorial. Click here
and you may read the September 29 Daily Progress editorial supporting the BRHP’ work.
Awareness of what we are working hard to accomplish is spreading!

Events Coming Up
Madison County Blue Ridge Heritage Memorial to be dedicated on November 8 at 2 pm.
Through the efforts of Jim Lillard, Kit Johnston, and many
others, Madison County’s stone chimney is nearly finished. This is
the Blue Ridge Heritage Project’s first completed memorial. It is
located in Criglersville, on the grounds of the old Criglersville
School, which was attended by many of the children of the displaced
families who resettled in that area. A dedication ceremony will be
held on Sunday, November 8 at 2 pm. We are hoping to have a large
gathering of descendants and others interested in the history of the
region and in Shenandoah National Park. Please plan to attend!
Thursday, October 22, 7 pm.: Author, Sue Eisenfeld, will give a presentation on her 2015
book, Shenandoah: A Story of Conservation and Betrayal at the Massanutten Regional Library’s
branch at 174 S. Main St. in downtown Harrisonburg. Sue’s passion for hiking led her to
discover foundations, chimneys, and artifacts left by the people who formerly lived in the Blue
Ridge Mountains. She had not known the story of the people and how they came to leave their
homes in what is now Shenandoah National Park, but she began researching the stories of their
lives, and the places where they had lived became her hiking destinations.
Eisenfeld intertwines descriptions of seeking home sites and other reminders of the
mountain residents with the story of their displacement. Through her words and the words of the
people whose lives were forever altered by the coming of the new park she helps her readers to
see the human side to ‘the removals’ and to develop a greater appreciation for the land that is
now Shenandoah National Park. Her book will be available for purchase.
Tuesday, November 10 at 6:30: BRHP’s Rappahannock County organizing meeting
This initial public meeting is being held to form a committee to head up the development
of Rappahannock County’s BRHP memorial. We will meet in the Rappahannock County
Library, 4 Library Road, Washington, VA 22747. This is next to the visitor center, just off Rt.
211 east of town. If you have an interest in this project and would like to see it move forward
please attend this important meeting.
Get Involved With The Project
There is a lot of work to be done! The Project would like to get a web site up and
running, and we are still looking for someone to design and maintain it. We will need
landscaping suggestions for the monument sites and text for the interpretive signs. We need
people with expertise in finding and applying for grants that will provide support for the work
that lies ahead, and we need good ideas for fund raising to bring support from the communities
around Shenandoah National Park. To become a part of the Blue Ridge Heritage Project contact
Bill Henry.
Most of all, the Blue Ridge Heritage Project needs to get the word out. The most
effective way to do this is through word of mouth. Tell your family, your friends, your coworkers, people at your church – tell everybody about the Project. Bill Henry and others are
available to speak to community, church, and government groups to introduce the Project.
Support the Blue Ridge Heritage Project
Money is needed in order to realize our goal of establishing monuments in each of the
eight counties where people were displaced. The Blue Ridge Heritage Association, the Project’s
parent organization, is a 501c3 non-profit group. You may make a donation to the Project by
sending a check to BRHA c/o Bill Henry, 437 Evergreen Church Rd., Stanardsville, VA 22973.

You can offer a donation to support the overall development of the project or you can designate
your contribution to go toward a particular county’s memorial.
Thank you for your interest in the Blue Ridge Heritage Project. To become involved
with or to support the Blue Ridge Heritage Project, or if you need more information you may
contact Bill Henry (onarock01@yahoo.com or 434-985-7905)
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What is the Blue Ridge Heritage Project?
The BRHP is a grassroots effort to create a series of eight monuments and related
displays that will tell the story of and honor the sacrifices made by the people of the Blue Ridge
Mountains whose land was acquired so that Shenandoah National Park could be established. Our
goal is to develop monument site in each of the eight counties where land was acquired to create
the Park.
The Project hopes to accurately educate visitors about the people who lived in the
mountains before the park; and, through living history presentations, programs of traditional
music, exhibits of photographs, and displays and demonstrations of the tools and utensils of daily
living we want to bring to life the day to day world of those who gave up so much to make
Shenandoah National Park possible.
Please join us!

