The Blue Ridge Heritage Project Update – October, 2013
Reminder! Thursday, October 17 Radio Broadcast, 3-4 pm.
On October 17 Bill Henry will be one of three guests on Virginia Insight, a call-in radio talk show on WMRA. This program
will focus on the people who lived in the Blue Ridge Mountains before the park. The other participants will be Mark Purington,
Digital Content Coordinator for the Carrier Library at James Madison University, and Claire Comer, Interpretive Specialist with
Shenandoah National Park. WMRA’s Tom Graham is the host and moderator.
In the process of cataloging recordings for the library’s collection Mark has listened to or read transcripts of over 130 taperecorded interviews from the Shenandoah National Park Oral History Collection. These tapes of interviews with people who lived in
the mountains prior to the coming of the park were made from the 1960s into the 1990s.
Claire’s family has lived in the Luray area since the 1700s, and some of her family’s land was acquired for the park. As a
part of her job with the national park she oversaw the revisions to the displays at the Byrd Visitor Center at Big Meadows in order to
present the formation of the park in a more historically accurate way. Claire has become very familiar with the recordings that Mark
is in the process of cataloging. Because of her family heritage and her position with the park Claire brings a unique perspective to the
discussion.
The program is set to air live from 3-4 pm. on Thursday, October 17. Listeners will be able to call in to ask questions or
make comments. The call-in number to use during the show is 888-967-2825 Comments and questions can also be posted on
Facebook at “WMRA’s Virginia Insight.” anytime in advance of, as well as during, the broadcast. Learn more about the Virginia
Insight program at Virginia Insight.
WMRA can be received through much of the Shenandoah Valley on 90.7 FM. In the Charlottesville area it can be heard at
103.5, in the Lexington area at 89.9, and in Winchester at 94.5. Those not able to receive a broadcast signal can go to WMRA’s
website (WMRA.org) and stream the program through their computers.
Pass this information on to others you think will be interested in the discussion, and please call in with your questions and
comments of support.

Needed – Driver with a Truck
Greene County landowner Marc Thomas has made the very generous offer of a disassembled log cabin. Marc was
instrumental in preserving a large tract of land on an arm of High Top Mountain that was not included in the acquisitions for
Shenandoah National Park. The logs are stacked on property Marc owns above Haneytown, off of Rt. 810. The property is currently
on the market, and the logs need to be moved
approximately 6 miles away, where they can be stored out
of the weather until they can be evaluated for use in the
future. It is hoped that, once a location has been obtained
for the monument, the cabin can be reconstructed at that
site. The rebuilding will be an opportunity for volunteers
to get involved, and the rebuilt structure will provide a
place for exhibits or other uses.
Late fall will be the best time to move the logs,
once the snakes, ticks, and resident hornets have found
their winter quarters. The briars and weeds around the logs
have been trimmed, and the logs are accessible in a grassy area. There is a solid gravel road leading to the location.
Do you have a truck? Do you know someone with a truck who will donate their time and vehicle use? We need a truck that
will be able to haul the logs, up to 18 feet in length, over a road with several tight turns. A roll-back tow truck, like the one in the
photo, or a similar vehicle would be ideal.
I am available to take anyone who is interested in
considering this operation to the site before they commit. If you know
of someone who is willing to make a donation of their time and
vehicle use please talk with them and have them contact me.

Summary of the October 8 meeting
On the evening of Tuesday, October 8 a small group of interested people gathered at the American Legion Hall in
Stanardsville. The purpose of this meeting was to organize three committees to begin the work of moving the project forward, but that
has been tabled until we can get enough people to make a start. The good news is that a group from the west side of the Blue Ridge
recently met and has begun planning the memorial to be created for Rockingham County. They may have a site available to them on
Rt. 33 between Elkton and the national park boundary. There is the nucleus of interest for developing a memorial in Rappahannock
County. Two sisters, descendants of a displaced family, attended the meeting, and are seeking others in their area to join them to get a
project started for their county.
It must be emphasized that the Blue Ridge Heritage Project is a grassroots effort. There are no big organization, no outside
entity making plans or decisions, just those people who want to be involved. To reach the goal of having the displaced people from
each county represented and honored by monument sites in their home counties will only happen if we work together. There isn’t a
competition between counties or between groups, and communication is essential to eliminate misunderstandings and to coordinate
our efforts. People who have an interest and a stake in the project’s end result need to participate in the planning and the decisionmaking.
Committees are necessary in getting the work done. At this time we are hoping to form three committees and an advisory
council.
Development Committee: This committee will be responsible for suggesting, implementing, and overseeing fundraising strategies.
We are hoping to obtain funding from individuals, but we will also seek contributions and sponsorships from businesses, apply for
grants, and organize fundraising activities.
Publicity Committee: We need people who are experienced with social media (Twitter, Facebook, etc.), and who are able to build and
maintain a website for the project. This committee will also work to create brochures and other print media, and will be coordinate
publicity through broadcast and print channels.
Design Committee: What will the memorials look like? Where will they be located? What kinds of programs will be offered?
Finding sites and creating plans for the designs, then working with contractors to give a physical presence to the project are jobs of the
design committee. This group will also work to develop the education programs that will tell the stories of the people before the
coming of the park.
In addition to the three committees above we will be forming an Advisory Council. This group will provide guidance and
overall direction to the project, and help coordinate project development in each of the eight counties around the park. On the
Advisory Council we need to have a representative from Albemarle, Augusta, Greene, Page, Rappahannock, Rockingham, and Warren
Counties. Jim Lillard has agreed to represent Madison County. The Advisory Council will serve as a liaison to these eight counties to
help promote the concept and to assist in developing the eight sites. If you would like to be actively involved in the planning for the
projects please join one or more committees or look into serving your county on the Advisory Council.

Now You Can Find Us On Facebook!
Just last week, thanks to the work of Kristie Kendall, the Blue Ridge Heritage Project gained a presence on Facebook. If you
use Facebook take a moment to look at the BRHP page. If you don’t do Facebook and want to start, click HERE, or go to
www.facebook.com/groups and search for Blue Ridge Heritage Project. Not much is happening yet, but people are beginning to add
photos to share with others. “Like” us, and you will be kept up on any new additions.

For more information on the Blue Ridge Heritage Project contact
Bill Henry at 434-985-7905 or by email at OnaRock01@yahoo.com.

